
Tinicum Township Planning Commission Minutes 
October 13, 2020 

 
Members Present (Via Zoom Online meeting): John Clement, John Cole, MJ Frumin, Carl Ruthardt, 
Neil Sullivan, David Upmalis, Joy Von Glueck 
 
Members Absent: None 

 
In Attendance: Zoning/Township Planner Tracy Tackett, Ron Christman, William Benner 

 
Call to Order: David Upmalis 

 
Public Comment: None 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by MJ Frumin and seconded by Neil Sullivan to approve the minutes of 
the Planning Commission Meeting of August 25th, 2020. Unanimous vote to approve. Abstained: David 
Upmalis (not present at the August 25th meeting).  

 
New Business: Conditional Use Application for a deer fence by Ron Christman of 240 E Dark Hollow 
 
William Benner, attorney for applicant, provided an overview of the conditional use application to 
permit a deer fence in the front yard setback, but not within the existing right-of-way, to protect the 
existing woodland understory from continued degradation due to deer grazing.  Mr. Benner reported 
that the fencing would meet the standards for deer fencing outlined in Ordinance 245. It was noted that 
a letter of support was provided from Diane Alison, a former member of the Environmental Advisory 
Committee. The owner discussed his love of the property and his work to restore the woodlands and the 
understory to reestablish the natural environment. 
  
Mr. Cole stated that the Township should make sure the placement will not block sight distance at the 
corner. The Applicant confirmed it would not and that the gates would be set back 35 feet from the 
cartway as required by the Township. The Zoning Officer will request the Public Works Director 
conduct an assessment of site distance at the intersection. 
  
Mr. Ruthardt noted that the fence must be one foot from the other property lines unless the neighbor 
approves the placement on the property line.  The Applicant agreed to comply. It was further noted that 
the riparian buffer shows a water tributary along the property.  This should be reviewed to determine if 
it impacts the placement of the fence. The Zoning Officer will make a determination regarding whether 
there is a regulated tributary on the property and whether the fence as proposed is compliant. It was 
suggested the gates open inward. The Applicant agreed. The Applicant was asked if any trees would be 
taken down in association with the fence installation.  The Applicant hoped not, unless they are dead or 
diseased trees, or very small.  He may weave the fence inward as necessary to accommodate the 
trees.  The applicant noted that no more than 12 mature trees would be removed. 
 
It was agreed that the Applicant’s proposal is in conformance with Ordinance 245 and the applicable 
sub-sections of Section 1201(b). The Commission recommended the Supervisors approve the 
Conditional Use, subject to: 1)  the Public Works Director confirming that the fence is suitable in terms 
of traffic; and 2) the Zoning Officer determining whether or not there is a regulated stream on the 
property and whether remediation would be required to insure that there is no adverse environmental 
impact.  

 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Neil Sullivan, seconded by John Cole. Unanimous vote to approve.  


